




Haselbury Plucknett Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held Monday 9th March 2026, 7.00pm at 
The Beaumont Room in the Church, Haselbury Plucknett
 
Present: Cllrs H Williams, W Hunt, J Farrant, L Deer, M Wroe, R Bourne, M Rendall, A Scott,            M Bryant, and L Gibbons (Parish Clerk)
Members of the Public: Two

Open Session:  The two mobile homes parked at Manor Farm were raised.  LG to write to Bakers Farm Trust to ask them to clarify if they have permission to site them there.

The two dog bins on the new path were raised.  These are not yet being emptied by Somerset Council, due to lack of capacity on their rounds.  It was agreed that the general refuse bin will be removed from the new footpath as it appears to be being used for personal household waste.  The two dog bins will be moved to either end of the footpath.  One where it starts, opposite the White Horse, the other between Kingston House and Salisbury Cottage.  LG will make a further attempt to get the collection of this waste added to the collection service.

An enquiry was made as to whether Tarqua House had the necessary permissions to be let as a holiday home.  LG was asked to report this to the planning breach department of SC.

1. Apologies for absence:  None

2. Record of business of last Month 09/02/2026: Approved and were signed as a true and proper record.

3. Matters Arising: None

4. Declaration of Interest: None

5. a)  County/District Councillors Report: As circulated.  

b)  LCN:  The next meeting takes place on the 18th March.  HW will attend.

c)  Items for escalation to our District/County Councillors:  
Bin Collection - Why are we restricted on the number of bins we want emptied, when we are paying for the service?  LG to escalate this enquiry to MH if SC will not agree to the additional bin collection.
The new electoral boundaries were discussed.  HW will discuss this with MH.

6. Planning:
a) Planning Applications:  26/00221/FUL - Land Off Claycastle Lane, TA18 7PE – Proposed erection 
of a polytunnel and an agricultural storage building.  Councillors resolved to support this application.

26/00365/REM - Land Os 6400 Part Claycastle - Reserved Matters application for the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline approval 22/02628/OUT for the erection of a detached dwelling – Councillors do not wish to make any further comment on this application.
 
b) Planning Applications received after publication of agenda:  None
c) Planning applications considered prior to this meeting:  None
d) Decisions received: 26/00088/HOU, East Cross House, Yeovil Rd - Detached double garage with inbuilt secure store and workshop – Application permitted with conditions.

7. Finance: 
a) Invoices for payment:  All payments were agreed: 
	Stag and Apple
	Hedge trimming in Park
	
	£240.00

	L Gibbons
	Clerk Salary/Expenses
	
	£367.77

	HMRC
	Payroll Tax
	
	£0.80

	Parsons Tree & Garden Services
	Ranger Services Feb
	
	£550.00

	Parsons Tree & Garden Services
	Fence materials and fittings for Park
	
	£579.48



b)  Reporting of Invoices paid prior to meeting: None
c) Bank Reconciliation: Was agreed and signed.
d) Clerk Salary Review:  It was agreed to move the Clerk to point 24 of the Local Government 
pay scale.

8. The Park: 
Safety checks:  The four inspection reports for the previous reporting period have been disseminated to councillors by WH. There are no significant outstanding issues.

The fence was completed to an excellent standard in mid-February. It was noted that overall, with the hedgerows freshly trimmed and bulbs now flowering across the wildflower area, the park is looking exceptionally clean, well-maintained, and attractive.

9. Road and Footpaths:
a) Roads and Highways:  We have passed on to A Barron (SC Traffic Management) requests
from Rushywood Farm for supplementary “Tractor turning” warning signs at the Farm entrance as well as for the repair of road signage nearby on the A30.  This is in addition, as previously reported, to the works order for “Unsuitable for HGVs” signs to be installed in the village and which will be in the system by the start of the new financial year.

Councillors are already aware that L Norman (SC Highways) has advised that the issue of flooding at the A30/A3066 (North Street) junction is now included in the Somerset Council financial budget for 2026/27.

A quote for consideration by the Parish Council has been received from S&D Services - specialist drainage company in Chard - to cover the following items: -
- To survey the pipework in the field at the rear of Brook Farmhouse (BFH) as a result of the frequent flooding on North Street (A3066) outside BFH.
- To remove the root penetration which is blocking the outlet pipe into Smallbrook and which seems to be the cause of the flooding problems on North Street.  (£925 + vat).
It was agreed that we will request a further quote to replace that entire piece of pipe.  This may then be sufficient to qualify for a grant from the SRA.  JF to action.

There are three road markers missing on the bridge in Claycastle.  MW will ask if Somerset Council can provide the markers, which we will then arrange to install. 


b) Footpath Working Group Update:  HW has received a note saying that the footpath at the Gypsy 
site has been blocked again.  HW will investigate this.
Two footpath signs have been knocked off in Claycastle.  WH will fix these. 

10. Village Matters:
a) Village Maintenance:  Nothing new to report.

b) Ranger Service:  This continues to work well.  WH will continue to co-ordinate the work list.

c) SID: The Sid remains intermittently operational.

d) Wildlife and Habitat Group Report: The Wildlife Group conducted a second conservation session 
along Small Brook, removing potentially obstructive vegetation to improve water flow and habitat connectivity.

The team also successfully cleared a substantial accumulation of silt, revealing more sections of the original bedrock. This natural substrate should help prevent future sediment buildup and support healthier aquatic ecosystems.  Work was scaled back in one area upon discovery of a potential overwintering site for water voles, ensuring protection of this sensitive species and its habitat.

Future sessions are scheduled at Rebecca’s Well to:
· repair the historic brickwork,
· reinstate the traditional oak frame at the top of the structure,
· remove non-native and inappropriate vegetation along the Small Brook corridor near Claycastle.

These efforts continue to enhance biodiversity, restore natural hydrological function, and safeguard key wildlife habitats in the area.

A Dormouse survey was carried out.  None were found in the boxes, as expected.

Phosphate Readings – Small Brook – 0.46ppm, Frog Lane – 0.17ppm, New Lane – 0.52ppm, Rebecca’s Well – 0.25ppm

e) Adoption of Frog Lane:  JF is continuing to collect evidence for this application. 

f) Flood Plan:  Nothing new to report.  

11. Matters to report:  The new IT policy has been circulated.  Councillors resolved to adopt this policy.  LG to publish on our website.

WH and HW have agreed to be our emergency contacts for the LCN.  LG to confirm this information to C Booth (LCN Link Officer).

There will be a Mayfair planning meeting on Wednesday 11th March, in the Church.

12. Notices for Village News:  Deadline for submissions is the 20th March.  

13. Items for next meeting: 

14. Next Meeting Date:  13/04/2026 at the Beaumont Room in the Church at 7:00pm



